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BY RICHARD A. ORTEGA 

VP, AEROSPACE EDUCATION 

 

AFJROTC units from the following listed 
17 High Schools in Florida participated:  
Belleview, Bloomingdale, B.T. Washing-
ton, Colonial,  Eau Gaille, Hernando, 
Hialeah, Homestead,  Mainland,  North 
Marion, Ocoee,  Osceola,  Sandalwood, 
Space Coast, Springstead,  Timber 
Creek,  and West Orange. Fifty-Two 
trophies were awarded:  Five for the 
Individual Drill Category , three for 
Armed Exhibition Category, twenty-
one for the Color Guard Category,  
twenty-one for the 
Drill Team Category, 
one for the Best of 
Meet and one for 
Overall Excellence. 
 
All participating 
AFJROTC units are 
commended for their 
contributions to the 
success of this annual 
event.  The brilliant 
performance demon-
strated by the cadets 
of the FL-939 
AFJROTC unit at  San-
dalwood High  
School, reflects great 
credit upon the excel-
lent training the ca-
dets have received from MSgt. Robert  
Doty under the expert command of  Lt 
Col Michael Clifton.  This unit was the 
proud recipient of the Top Three Tro-
phies. 
 

Special recognition is extended to Lt 
Col. Sharon Branch, AFA Florida 
AFJROTC Liaison, Master of Ceremonies 
and procured all trophies; to Lt Col John 
Wayne, SASI of  the FL-9313 AFJROTC 
who was instrumental in the orderly  
execution of  this Drill Meet;  to Richard 
Ortega, AF Florida VP for Aerospace 
Education, who motivated all sponsors 
to  conduct early submission of trophy 
money    to the State Treasurer;  to 
Ernest Webster who maintained  accu-
rate records of all trophy payments re-
ceived from sponsoring Chapters;  and 
to S. Sanford Schlitt, Vice Chairman, 

Aerospace  Education, who addresses 
the  audience and commended the ca-
dets and  parents during the Awards 
Opening Ceremony and Presented the 
Top Awards to Sandalwood High School 
AFJROTC unit. 
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From left,  C/Col  Darren Domingo. and C/Lt Col Randy Mullis  from 
the  FL-939 AFJROTC Unit at Sandalwood High School proudly accept 
the  Overall Excellence Trophy  from S. Sanford Schlitt, AFA Vice Chair-
man, Aerospace Education. 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
JIM  CONNORS, AFA (FLORIDA) STATE PRESIDENT 

 

Notes from Holt (Central Time Zone ς the other Florida) 
 

Let me start off saying that this has been a busy year so far and it is not slowing 
down yet.  There are three items I want to bring you all up to speed on. 
AFA Florida State Convention   This year its being held on the 9 & 10 July in Ft 
Lauderdale Florida.  The Gold Coast Chapter is sponsoring the convention and 
has set up a great weekend of Boating Briefing and Dining.  Please come and 
find out what AFA Florida is doing and learn how to be a part of this great or-
ganization. The registration form is in this newsletter, please fill it out and mail 
it in.  See you in Ft Lauderdale!!! 
501C3 Status ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǊ άǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Lw{ ƛƴ 
time to avoid a penalty.  This will be a great aid in the future to chapters and 
other organizations raising money.  More to follow at the state convention! 
Finally, our state and national awards have been turned in. Florida once again 
is well represented, as we should be.  As I read of your exploits, it makes me 
proud to be your president and a member of the Florida AFA. 

 
Jim 
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The Red Tail memorial flight Chapter 136 had three members help with Honor Flight, a 
Florida Statewide state-wide series of flights which bring WW II vets to see the new 
Word War II memorial in Washington DC --- at no cost to the vet.   Ben Cromwell, Paul 
Blystone, and Mike Emig all helped on one flight.   Mike got into this picture just to 
show off his AFA shirt.  

REDTAIL  CHAPTER  SUPPORTS HONOR FLIGHT  
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BY JAMES B. CONNORS, PRESIDENT AFA FLORIDA 
 
The State of Florida  has, for many years, established membership enrollment  records. For  example, during the Octo-
ber 1 through December 31, 2009, a grand total 61 (Sixty one) AFJROTC cadets were recruited from  Lake Brantley High 
School and 27 cadets from Detachment 159 assigned to the  University of Central Florida.   This enviable recruitment 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƴƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !Φ hǊǘŜƎŀΣ ±t CƻǊ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ  ǿƘƻǎŜ  άhƴŜ  
aŀƴ wŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 5ǊƛǾŜέ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ  нл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ ŀǘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎΣ ŀƭƭ !CWwh¢/Σ !Cwh¢/ ŀƴŘ /!t ǳƴƛǘǎ 
in  Central Florida.  His main goal has been to bring to the attention of the cadets the importance of Aerospace Educa-
tion to a strong national defense. He motivates the cadets and students to excel in all academic subjects with emphasis 
ƛƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ  ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘ ό{¢9aύΦ  IŜ  άǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Wƻō Ім ŦƻǊ 
each of them. During his lectures to cadets, he stressed the values of Citizenship, Personal Responsibilities, self accom-
plishments  and honorable services to our Nation.  In his presentations he recites segments of the Constitution, the Bill 
of Rights, the Declaration of Independence, the Air Force Core Values, and  the leadership attributes displayed by our 
Military Heroes.  Richard  conducts all his lectures orally without notes or training aids. He reminds the cadets that the 
main objective of the AFJROTC program is to prepare them to become competent citizens for honorable and produc-
tive services to their community and  the  United States of America. At the conclusion of each visit, he invites student 
to join AFA and the record shows he has been very successful in recruiting cadets , teachers and instructors. The re-
cords show he has recruited many  PASs, APASs, SASIs, ASIs, CAP  Instructors, and cadets in the Central Florida Area. It 
is noteworthy to mention that Richard has activated 8 (eight) New AFAJROTC units in Florida since 1975.   Conse-
quently,  he  has enrolled substantial numbers of School Administrators, teachers,  parents and students in Florida.  

CFC AWARDS $ 15,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS  TO AFROTC 

CADETS 

Front Row from left Maj Mark Watts, (Ret.) SASI of the FL-954 AFJROTC; Mrs Mary Williams, Principal of Lake Brantley High School; 
Richard A. Ortega CMSGT (Ret.) VP Aerospace Education, AFA, Florida; and  SMSGT Mauricio Forero, ASI of  the FL-954 AFJROTC 
unit. 


